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“A deep connection with nature doesn’t 
arise only through periodic trips to national 
parks or other wilderness.  While such trips 
can leave deep impressions, even more 
important are the abundant experiences in 
wild or semi-wild places, typically close to 
home.” 
 
Source: Scott D. Sampson, former VP of 
Research & Collections and Chief Curator 
at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science 
from his book, “How to Raise a Wild 
Child” 
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I just finished reading Kevin Fedarko’s book recounting his experience 
walking 750 miles through the Grand Canyon, “A Walk in the Park”.  
Despite the extreme hardship and danger of this trek, the many instances 
in which Fedarko experienced awe were deeply palpable.  Let’s face it, 
simply standing on the rim of the Grand Canyon is awe-inspiring.  

But you don’t have to go to the Grand Canyon to experience the awe that 
nature instills. 

Last year, SMLC interviewed photographer Maureen Ravnik, who 
graciously makes her stunning nature photos available to SMLC.    

We asked Maureen what photography experience leaves her completely 
gobsmacked, and she said, “I don’t have to travel halfway around the 
world to be gobsmacked. I shy away from iconic locations.  The simplest 
moments in life can have a profound effect on my day.” 

Maureen’s answer to our question exemplifies why SMLC is focused on 
helping people understand and enjoy their own neighborhood parks and 
trails.  Close to home, these places offer countless opportunities to 
experience awe – whether it’s a raptor patiently hunting on a cold, cloudy 
day or a butterfly flitting through tall grasses and shrubbery. 

A recent article in the S. Platte Park newsletter was about the “science of 
awe” which I have reread several times.  The scientific evidence is clear:  
the more people experience the awe nature inspires, the more positive their 
outlook is on life and the better they feel.  They are even more likely to 
volunteer their time to help others!   

Please see the “What We’ve Been Up to” section to learn more about our 
activities this year and plans for 2026. 

The SMLC Board thanks you for your continued support.  Without your 
donations, we could not achieve the results we have made in bringing 
nature closer to home.  SMLC’s work helps all of us to access, value and 
experience the awe that nearby nature experiences inspire.  
 

Sincerely, 
Patricia Cronenberger, President 
 

South Metro Land Conservancy Annual Newsletter 2025 

SMLC’s mission is to increase understanding and appreciation of the 
profound importance of open spaces, natural areas and trails in the 
lives of people of all ages. SMLC does this through advocacy, open 
space acquisition and educational projects. https://www.smlc.land/ 

 

Did you know? 

Kids learn a lot by playing in nature. 
Playing on rocks and climbing trees teaches 
them valuable lessons about risk-taking and 
improves their self-confidence. When 
children play without adult 
intervention…They learn how to make their 
own decisions, solve problems, create and 
abide by rules, and get along with others. 
Source: Generation Wild website, a Great 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) program to get 
kids outdoors.  

Photo courtesy of Maureen Ravnik - 
https://maureenravnik.crevado.com/ 



 
  

 

 

Powers Park Improvements 
Are Funded! 

Our goal to upgrade Powers Park, in coordination with the 
Littleton community, achieved a major funding milestone with 
construction for Powers Park Improvements scheduled in January 
2026.  The last piece of funding was put in place in July when the 
Arapahoe County Commissioners voted to grant $600,000 of 
Arapahoe County Open Spaces money to Powers Park.  This 
funding is in addition to that budgeted by South Suburban Parks 
and Recreation (SSPR) and the City of Littleton. 

We have come a long way since SMLC first met with officials in 
the park to ignite interest in getting Powers Park into the Capital 
Improvement Programs of both SSPR and the City of Littleton.  In 
2021, staff of both organizations told us that SMLC would need to 
fund initial vision planning in order for them to consider future 
funding.  
 

 

 

SMLC President Pat Cronenberger visits 

with residents of the Overlook at Powers 

Park to show them SSPR’s plans for 

Powers Park. 

SMLC rose to the challenge and led the work to fund and facilitate a vision plan.  Early partners included South 
Metro Housing Options (SMHO) which has built a 51-unit low-income seniors housing project on the SE corner of 
the park (Overlook at Powers Park), Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, and a local foundation.  
North Littleton Promise helped guide SMLC’s outreach efforts with the surrounding neighborhoods.  
 
Powers Park’s main purpose has been to serve as a stormwater detention facility to minimize local flooding since 
the 1970s but it has offered only minimal park amenities.  The vision plan aimed to provide more benefits to the 
community. 

 
 
 
 

SSPR drafted the park design improvements and committed funding 
for the design along with the City of Littleton and Arapahoe County 
Open Spaces. 
 
SMLC is most appreciative of the incredible effort of our partners to 
get this project off the ground and we thank the City of Littleton, 
SSPR and Arapahoe County for their significant funding 
commitments.  Construction begins in January 2026 with 
completion in May 2026.  

You can read more about Powers Park here:  
https://www.smlc.land/our-projects/ 
 
 

 

The SMLC Board celebrated Powers Park 

funding and scheduled construction with a 

groundbreaking ceremony, a major milestone 

in our 5-year journey to upgrade the park. 

 



  

For most of SMLC’s history we led the charge for open space acquisition and 
advocacy.   During those years our efforts – holding easements, advocacy or 
financial participation -- resulted in 10,300 acres of protected open space being 
added to the community. SMLC was key, for example, to adding important 
parcels and holding easements in S. Platte Park, saving the Chambers Farm (now 
Wynetka Ponds Park), holding the easement for the Marjorie Perry Preserve on 
the High Line Canal and saving the Marrs Ranch in eastern Arapahoe County.  
 
With diminishing remaining land opportunities for acquiring open space, the 
SMLC mission has transitioned to that of connection and relevancy -- connecting 
people to nature and making existing spaces and parks relevant to communities 
and families TODAY. 

SMLC does this by being the voice for nature in the community. That voice is 
amplified each time we participate in public planning processes; provide letters of 
support for grants; and testify before elected bodies. 
 
For example, this year we provided substantive comments on the City of 
Littleton’s park visioning process and for Arapahoe County’s Bijou Basin 
Masterplan in eastern Arapahoe County. Also, when the City of Littleton and 
South Suburban Parks and Recreation asked, we provided letters of support for 
grant applications for Powers Park, Jackass Hill Park, the S. Platte Park East Trail 
and Mary Carter Greenway Mineral Bridge.  SMLC, a voting member of the S. 
Platte Working Group, is currently participating in the planning effort that will 
result in the next slate of conservation, recreation and trail connectivity projects 
in the S. Platte River corridor.    
 
SMLC continues to support the City of Sheridan’s efforts on conservation, 
including the City’s recent acquisition of property that will provide a key link for 
hiking and biking the Bear Creek Trail (3600 S. Federal Blvd., formerly Carol’s 
Corner Pub). SMLC supports the City’s next steps to design a park and trailhead 
at this location, which will connect people to trails and nature in the community. 
 
As we look forward to 2026, you can expect that SMLC will continue this 
important conservation work as we explore and prioritize projects for 2026 that 
will increase access to nature in existing parks and land holdings.  Stay tuned. 

What We’ve Been up to… Focus on Being the Voice 
of Nature 
 

 

Bijou Basin Open Space features 
cottonwood galleries and upland 
shortgrass prairies. 
 

 

Wynetka Ponds Park 

Photo courtesy of Maureen Ravnik – 

https://maureenravnik.crevado.com/ 
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SMLC Adds New Board Members 

In January, we welcomed five new members to the SMLC board. We did this after advertising in the 
community for interest via our website, social media, and flyers in local shops. Those interested were 
asked to complete an application, and after review, they were interviewed. We were very pleased with the 
response we received.   These new board members are fabulous additions, and they have hit the ground 
running.  They are helping ensure that SMLC is relevant and productive.  Most importantly, they are not 
shy about asking, “Why have you always done things this way?”   Here is our full Board roster: 
 

 Iftin Abshir 
 LaDonna Baertlein 
 Debbie Brinkman 
 Pat Cronenberger 
 Connor Gnazzo 
 Kelly Ingebritson 
 Laura Lindley 
 Molli Luke 
 Adam Spoerl 

 

The September SMLC Board meeting at Kingfisher Studio, S. Platte Park 

SMLC – A Retrospective 

We have many new community members and friends who have expressed interest in supporting SMLC.  Many 
people may not know that our history extends over 30 years and includes some of the parks and open space 
areas that people enjoy today.  
 
The rezoning of agricultural land along South Platte Park that eventually became Aspen Grove was one of the 
first major projects for a fledgling SMLC.  That parcel was one of several buffer parcels that were identified by 
the City of Littleton’s “Open Space Task Force” in 1996.  In fact, SMLC’s founding member and long-time 
Board Member, Bobbie Sheffield, was one of the seven people appointed by the City of Littleton to the Task 
Force, and SMLC’s current president, Pat Cronenberger, chaired the Task Force as a City Council Member.   

In later years, SMLC was to advocate, help fund, and/or hold conservation easements for most of the buffer 
parcels identified by the Task Force.  SMLC’s history with S. Platte Park runs deep.  
 
The following recaps some of SMLC’s other accomplishments: 
 
WYNETKA PONDS PARK (Former Chambers Farm, 1999) 
SMLC provided stewardship and allocation of funds raised to purchase the 28-acre property in partnership with 
Chambers Farm Preservation Association. 
 
CHATFIELD BASIN CONSERVATION NETWORK (1998) 
SMLC applied for $10,000 US West and GoCo Grants and provided matching funds to support planning. 
 
BOWTIE PROPERTY EASEMENT (2005 – 2007) 
SMLC monitored the Grove Conservation Easement abutting Cherry Creek State Park to protect water quality. 
 
(Article continued on following page.) 
 



  

SMLC – A Retrospective (continued) 

 
SUMAC HILL PROPERTY (2016) 
SMLC partnered with Arapahoe County Open Spaces and SSPR in the acquisition of a conservation easement 
on this parcel adjacent to the Highline Canal. 
 
LEE GULCH (2017) 
SMLC held the easement and participated in the master plan formulation for 5.5 acres of open space. 
Eventually the easement was transferred to Colorado Open Lands, 
 
MARJORIE PERRY PRESERVE (2007 – 2017) 
SMLC held the easement for the preserve after acquisition was completed and provided funding towards an 
Arapahoe County Open Spaces grant to develop a natural resource master plan.  Eventually the easement was  
transferred to Colorado Open Lands.   
 
MARRS RANCH – WEST BIJOU CREEK (2010 – 2012) 
SMLC participated with Trust for Public Lands, Plains Conservation Center and Arapahoe County Open Spaces 
in the acquisition of the 1,000 acre Marrs property in eastern Arapahoe County.  This resulted in a conservation 
easement on this property abutting the Plains Conservation Center. 
 

 Marjorie Perry Preserve 

 
South Platte Park 

Photo courtesy of Maureen Ravnik - https://maureenravnik.crevado.com/ 
 



 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
   
 

Support our Work 

 
 

This year we are encouraging donors to contribute on Colorado Gives Day Giving            
Tuesday, which is December 2, 2025. By using their platform, we can benefit from               
their $1M+ incentive fund to boost our donations.  Plus, if you set up a new monthly      
donation, Colorado Gives Foundation will match your first monthly donation up to               
$100 and up to $250,000 in total across all organizations!  Just select the option for         
monthly giving on the donations page. Please use the QR code to give via our Colorado Gives Day account, or go 
to https://www.coloradogives.org/organization/SouthMetroLandConservancy/donation-form.  

You can also donate from our website using the ‘Donate’ tab on our home page https://www.smlc.land/, or send in a 
donation with the envelope included with our newsletter. 

The need is great and the time is urgent.  Many of the funding streams are no longer accessible that were 
previously available to our public partners and private non-profit organizations who come together to bring nature-
based solutions to our communities.  It’s more important than ever that South Metro Land Conservancy be a part of 
and provide vital funding to ensure the advancement of projects that most benefit and preserve access to nature in 
our communities. 

Sign up for our e-newsletter on our website to ensure you receive quarterly updates on nature-based projects we are 
leading on behalf of the greater Arapahoe County communities we serve. 
 
THANK YOU! 

 


