
 

 

April 2, 2023 

 

Ms. Susan Pye, Chair and President 
South Suburban Parks and Recreation 
4810 E. County Line Rd. 
Littleton, CO  80126 
 

Dear Ms. Pye: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft South Suburban Parks and Recreation 
2022 Master Plan.   
 
South Metro Land Conservancy (SMLC) is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization founded in 1993 
and is mostly known for its extensive work purchasing and acquiring open space in the south 
metro area. Today, SMLC is working to increase awareness of the importance of natural areas in 
neighborhood parks as these areas provide important habitat close to home; create 
opportunities for children to enjoy and learn about nature; and increase connectivity. SMLC is 
dedicated to educating community members on the importance of these values in an 
increasingly urbanized region. 
 
SMLC offers the following comments about the 2022 Master Plan which builds on the solid 
work of the 2017 Master Plan: 

• We would like to see greater context and explanation for why the 2017 Guiding 
Principles changed from the four, Quality First, Enrich Wellness, Connect to Nature and 
Lead Sustainability to the proposed five.   Moreover, we would like to understand why 
Connect to Nature and Sustainability have been combined into one Guiding Principle.  

• Regarding the “Stewards of Nature and Sustainability” Guiding Principle, SMLC 
commends SSPR for articulating the value of natural spaces not merely as a conduit to 
facilitate recreation, but as critical environmental assets for the sake of healthy, 
resilient and diverse ecosystems.  In addition, SMLC supports the addition of “nature 
parks” to the existing park classification as this has the potential to help people further 
understand the importance of natural areas in their neighborhood parks. 

• SMLC raised a number of concerns about SSPR’s commitment to sustainability in our 
comment letter of July 28, 2022.  These concerns still remain especially because the 



 

 

Sustainability Committee will remain an internal staff committee. We urge SSPR to 
consider a committee whose proceedings are public and inviting relevant outside 
stakeholders to serve as members. 

• We applaud the addition of the “Connect Community” Guiding Principle and appreciate 
the thoughtful explanation provided about the difference between “equity” and 
“equality.”    Your commentary on page 56 is very interesting and we offer the 
following. On a beautiful day last November, the SMLC Board toured Sheridan parks.    
We were struck by how well they were maintained and that many of them had new 
playground equipment.  However, except for Sheridan Square and Chase Parks, there 
were no children playing or adults present enjoying the parks.   Parks don’t necessarily 
become places for people to connect or gather by their very existence.  We urge SSPR 
to consider a program similar to what GOCO’s Generation Wild undertook several years 
ago to understand barriers to enjoying existing parks.   

• The document references items in the appendices but the appendices were not part of 
the draft. For example, Appendix B is referenced about community engagement (page 
41) and a Sustainability Plan is referenced (page 97).  The Parks and Grounds 
Management Plan is mentioned (page 54) but there is no way of understanding if that 
document meets the intent of the 1999 Open Space Management Plan that SMLC 
continues to believe SSPR should be updating or rewriting.   
 

The 2022 Draft Master Plan brings SSPR closer to fulfilling its mission:  to foster healthy living 
through stewardship of the environment, parks, trails and open space and by providing 
recreational services and programs.  Thank you, again, for this opportunity to provide 
comments. 
 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Cronenberger 

Patricia Cronenberger, President 

 

 


